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The Boy Jesus in the Temple

1 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the
feast of the Passover. ** And when he was twelve years
old, they went up according to custom; * and when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know
it, * but supposing him to be in the company they went
a day’s journey, and they sought him among their
kinsfolk and acquaintances; ** and when they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking
him. *® After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions; *" and all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers. ** And when they
saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been looking for you
anxiously.” * And he said to them, “How is it that you
sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” > And they did not understand the
saying which he spoke to them. > And he went down
with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart.

2 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in
favour with God and man.

Luke 2:41-52






The Three Visitors

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees
of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his
tent in the heat of the day. > Abraham looked up and saw
three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he
hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and
bowed low to the ground.

’He said, “If I have found favour in your eyes, my
lord, do not pass your servant by. *Let a little water be
brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest
under this tree.’Let me get you something to eat, so
you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now
that you have come to your servant.”

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”

®So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he
said, “get three measures of the finest flour and knead it
and bake some bread.”

"Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender
calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare
it. *He then brought some curds and milk and the calf
that had been prepared, and set these before
them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.

Genesis 18:1-8






The Transfiguration

* Now about eight days after these sayings he took with
him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. ” And as he was praying, the
appearance of his countenance was altered, and his
raiment became dazzling white. ** And behold, two men
talked with him, Moses and Elijah, *' who appeared in
glory and spoke of his departure, which he was to
accomplish at Jerusalem. ** Now Peter and those who
were with him were heavy with sleep but kept awake,
and they saw his glory and the two men who stood with
him. ** And as the men were parting from him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it 1s well that we are here; let us
make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.* As he
said this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and
they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  And a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son,
my Chosen; listen to him!” ** And when the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silence
and told no one in those days anything of what they had
seen.

Luke 9:28-36
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The Birth of Jesus

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. *> This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. * All went to their own towns to
be registered. ‘Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house
and family of David. >He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. ® While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. " And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

Luke 2:1-7
Image: The Infant Christ, by Amber Knorr (2017)






The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with
child of the Holy Spirit; " and her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to send her away quietly. **But as he
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit; *' she will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” ** All this took place to fulfil what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet:

B «Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emmanuel”

(which means, God with us). ** When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took his wife, * but knew her not until she had borne
a son; and he called his name Jesus.

Matthew 1:18-2:23
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The Parable of the Prodigal Son

"<«There was a man who had two sons;'?and the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his
living between them.?Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took his journey
into a far country, and there he squandered his property
in loose living. '* And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in
want. °So he went and joined himself to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed swine. '® And he would gladly have fed on'® the
pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. '” But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough
and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! '*I will arise
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; ’I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of
your hired servants.”” ** And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him.

Luke 15:11-20
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