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Opening Song – The Gathering Song

Come, let us gather before Him, Come, let’s give thanks here today.
Come, let us pray to the Father, for He has shown us the way.

Jesus has called us by name, Jesus has taught us to pray,
As friends we gather in His name, With joy we sing and we say.

Let us sing praise to the Lord, All who now gather to pray.
Now celebrate the love of God, On this the Lord’s special day.

Introduction and Opening Prayer                    Fr. Michael
 
 

Fr Michael:               Lord, have mercy
All:                             Lord, have mercy

Fr Michael:               Christ, have mercy
All:                             Christ, have mercy

Fr Michael:               Lord, have mercy
All:                             Lord, have mercy

All Stand and Say The Confiteor together:

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do;
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
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Did you pray to God today?
Did you do as your teachers and family asked?
Were you kind to your brothers, sisters or friends?
Were you lazy?
Did you steal?
Did you share your things with others?
Did you always tell the truth?
Did you borrow anything without returning it?

Reading: From the Gospel of St. Luke 19: 1-6 – The Story of Zacchaeus

Jesus went on into Jericho and was passing through. There was a chief tax
collector there named Zacchaeus, who was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but he was a little man and could not see Jesus because of the
crowd. So he ran ahead of the crowd and climbed up a sycamore tree to 
see Jesus, who was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to that place,
he looked up and said to Zacchaeus, “Hurry down, Zacchaeus, because I 
must stay in your house today.” 

Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him with great joy. All the people
saw it and started grumbling, “This man has gone as a guest to the house 
of a sinner!”

At dinner, Zacchaeus stood up and said to Jesus, ‘Listen, sir! I will give half
my belongings to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay back 
four times as much.’

Homily – Fr Michael

Prayer Before Forgiveness (Children Stand)
O my God, help me to remember the times when I didn’t live as Jesus 
asked me to. Help me to be sorry and to try again. Amen.

Examination of Conscience (Children Kneel)

  
Act of Sorrow
O my God, I thank you for loving me. I am sorry for all my sins,
for not loving others and not loving you.
Help me to live like Jesus and not sin again. Amen.         
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Closing Song - I’m Sorry God (Children Stand)

God wraps us in his love each day, Speaks gently to us on our way,
Even when we disobey,  God’s love is always there, 
God loves us every day.

Sometimes God I do not care, I’m selfish and I do not share.
I’m sorry God, now I’ve come to know …………..

Sometimes God I tell a lie, or hurt my friends and make them cry.      
I’m sorry God, now I’ve come to know …………..

When I’m angry, God, I shout, I scream, I stamp and I give out.
I’m sorry God, now I’ve come to know …………..

 
Individual Confession
 

Parents/Guardians accompany their child to the priest, bringing with them
the image/drawing, if they choose to use it. They introduce their child to
the priest and then step back to allow the child make his/her confession.

After confession, each parent and child is invited to the station near the
exit door. There they complete the following Moment of Prayer together: 

Begin by making the Sign of the Cross.

Then the child will place their image in the box.

Together they will quietly pray the Prayer After Forgiveness and then the
Our Father as an act of penance. 
(A Penance is a way of showing God that we are sorry.)

There will be a Prayer Card on the table to take home. 

You may then leave the church, reverently, as others will be still receiving
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Luke 3:37
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