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Christmas eNewsletter 2021

Advent and Christmas can awaken in us
memories of goodness, which in turn can

open doors of hope. 
This is also the season of goodwill. 

Some years ago someone asked me:
Why is Christmas dear to you? I gave the
following answer: 

Christmas is dear to me because of
(i)  The Dinner Table
(ii) Remembrance of Departed Loved
Ones
(iii) Children at Play.

One of my earliest memories of
Christmas Day is of eating too much
Christmas cake and feeling unwell
afterwards. The Christmas Day dinner
event is special. It has a lot of personal
history tucked into it. My parents
provided me with Christmas Day dinner
for 40 years. Then it was my brother and
his wife’s turn. Now it’s over to my niece
and nephews. At present everything is
hampered by Covid-19. This year I hope
to be with one of my nephews, his wife
and family. My sister-in-law and myself
will be their 2 guests, as it were.
Arrangements were the same last year,
and I look forward to the chat, the fun,
the company of the younger generation,
as well as the food.

 After saying Grace at the Christmas Day
dinner table, my sister-in-law, who loves
Irish culture, says: Go mbeirimíd beo ar
an am seo arís. This leads to a calling to
mind of loved ones who have died,
whether in recent times or long ago

We might focus on loved ones we
particularly miss and what we miss about
them. We nearly always recall humorous 
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things my father, my mother and my
brother used to say relevant to
Christmas. Photos are sometimes
produced to enhance the recollection.
This ‘reminiscing’ is good for the soul.

I have 12 grandnieces and
grandnephews living in Ireland. They
range in age from 1 to 22. They feature
at Christmas Day dinner. I’m always
delighted to see them and to hear their
news and the stories of their exploits.
Two of them have serious health
challenges. I admire them all. I love the
banter and the playing with Christmas
toys after dinner. All of this is quality
family time. I am also aware of how
Christmas will be so different for so
many families and individuals, like the
young family I heard of recently where
the father died. The letter his daughter
wrote to Santa said: Dear Santa, can we
please have Daddy come down from the
clouds for Christmas?

There will be change as we emerge from
what we hope has been the worst of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Just as there will be
signs of growth and new life as we move
from winter to spring over the next
couple of months, so too, as we emerge
from the grip of Covid-19, we can expect
change. We need to prepare. The
change will bring opportunity for new
things. Even though no one knows for
sure what the future course of Covid-19
will be, or how long it will take. But we
do need to plan.

As people of faith, our own reality as
Church and Parish, which has been
tossed about by the Pandemic, will be
mixed with 3 new ingredients that are
both different and the same. 
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The Synod of the Universal Church
announced by Pope Francis a
couple of months ago. This is a 2-
year project. We will hear more
about it as the New Year unfolds.
Pope Francis wants to put
Synodality, which means walking
together on the way, at the top of
the agenda of the Universal
Church.

The National Synod of the Church
in Ireland announced by the
Bishops of Ireland last March. This
is a 5 years project.

The workings of the Building Hope
Task Force announced by
Archbishop Dermot Farrell last
March. Its work is now done, and
the Taskforce Report is now
handed on to a new group
appointed by Archbishop Dermot,
the Pastoral Strategy
Implementation Group, and their
task is to develop a Pastoral Plan
with and for the Diocese of
Dublin. This is now a work in
progress and we will hear more
after Christmas.

They are:

It is a matter of some coincidence
that these 3 projects were announced
at roughly the same time. Their
overall objective is the same: How to
make the Church, whether Universal,
National or Local, more fit for
purpose to be the Church for
Tomorrow.

With an eye to the future, we need to
ask ourselves a question like:

How are we going to build ourselves
up again as Church, as Parish, in a
Post-Covid world?

The Covid-19 Pandemic
The Misuse of Creation leading to
The Climate Emergency
Destruction of our Environment and
Care for our Common Home, Planet
Earth.

A significant percentage of the
congregation will probably never return
to regular Mass. Many habits have
changed. Numbers involved in ministry
and volunteers have diminished greatly.
The weekly Mass Schedule will not revert
to what it was in the past. Parish income
has plummeted. Some people no longer
pay with cash. How will fewer
parishioners provide for the needs of the
Church and the Parish? The Service
Station model of Church is now dead.
Involvement, engagement, participation,
co-responsibility, synodality are
keywords for the future.

Of the 312 priests who currently hold
parish appointments in the Diocese of
Dublin, 139 are over 70 years of age. 116
of the 312 are on loan to the Diocese.
We currently have 2 students in
formation for priesthood for the
Diocese.

The way we live is changing faster than
ever before. Much of what was done face
to face is now being done Online. A
massive change in thinking is required. A
shift has to take place from a clergy-
owned church to a church-owned by the
People of God. This is the direction we
now must travel under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.

We now find ourselves with 3 related
Emergencies to deal with:

1.
2.

3.
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Archbishop Dermot’s Pastoral
Letter for Advent 2021
the Building Hope Task Force Report
and
Archbishop Dermot’s Terms of
Reference fo the Pastoral Strategy
Implementation Group

These emergencies are showing up the
fault lines in how we are as a people.
We have not been responsible carers
for our common home, Planet Earth. A
new lifestyle is needed on a personal
as well as on a social level. What we
have experienced these past 2 years
under Covid-19 has brought us down
to earth in many ways, asking us to
clarify who we are, and what our
priorities in life are. With God’s help,
we will come out of it richer and more
authentic, with a newer vision for the
future.

Jesus gave us the image of New Wine
being put into Fresh Wine Skins.
Identifying the New Wine and making
these New Wine Skins is the challenge
before us now as we emerge from
what hopefully was the worst of the
Pandemic.

Human ingenuity alone will not sustain
us on the journey we now need to
travel. For that, we need the power of
the Holy Spirit. It was in the power of
the Holy Spirit that Jesus realised his
Mission. Only in the power of the Holy
Spirit will we realise God’s Plan for us.

If we all pull together, in the same
direction, we can help make the Parish
strong for the future. I ask every adult
parishioner to undertake to do the
following as a New Year’s Resolution:

1. Register as a parishioner either
Online or with hard copy

2. Read:

3. Make a commitment to engage with
the Parish in a new way. This could be
to contribute financially, to engage with
the Parish Website regularly, to be part
of the drive for radical renewal that will
unfold throughout 2022

All of this will be achieved in the
shadow of Covid-19. It is now
manifesting itself in a new variant called
Omicron. A year ago none of us were
vaccinated. Now nearly all of us are.
Vaccination seems to be the way
forward out of the Pandemic. If
everyone is vaccinated, that will allow a
build-up of immunity that will help
protect against all future variants.
“Everyone” here means literally
everyone in the whole world. We in
Ireland are among the privileged few
countries that have very high levels of
vaccination. Vaccination Equity requires
us to play our part in making sure the
entire world is vaccinated.

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas
2021, we don’t need to be in the down
mood of a year ago, but we do need to
be cautious and generous and full of
goodwill.

May memories of goodness open doors
of hope for you this Christmas and New
Year.

A Happy, Joyful and Peaceful Christmas,
and above all a Safe Christmas,
to one and all!

Nollaig Shona Dhíbh go Léir!

Fr Michael Murphy.
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Useful Links
Click the images to access the various resources:

Synod Task Force Report

Terms of
Reference

Parish
Webcam
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https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2021/10/16/synod/
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Building-Hope-Task-Force-Report.pdf
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/3-Dec-2021-Letter-to-Staff-PSIG-introduction-letter.pdf
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Pastoral-Letter-for-Advent-2021.pdf
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2021/03/26/parish-register/
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2017/12/06/parish-webcam/


 

Latest News

Christmas Dues
Our sincerest thanks to all who have
taken the Christmas Dues Envelopes
and returned them. You can use the
postbox at the door to the parish
office marked "Post from
Parishioners" for Christmas Dues
and anything else you might need to
drop in to the parish.

Parish Conference
Society of St Vincent

de Paul

Like all charities, the St Kevin's Conference and St Kilian's Conference of
the SVP have been seriously hit with the resources coming into them over
the pandemic. They know everyone is being hit financially because of the
pandemic, but all support, no matter how small, goes a long way to help
someone in the community. You can support the SVP by the envelope
drop, by contacting the parish office, or by using the direct debit option
that St Kevin's Conference has set up. Please contact the office for more
information on this. Our sincerest thanks for all your generosity, and
thanks to the SVP members who tirelessly work behind the scenes.

Thank You!
Our sincerest, heartfelt thanks to
all our volunteers who gave up
their time to steward and clean
the church and has continuous
made it possible for us to safely
open for Masses and funerals.
We really appreciate all you do!
If you have some time, please
consider helping out.

Tree Of Life
In both churches at the November
Rembrance Mass, Fr Michael blessed
the Tree of Life. This space is to
remember your loved ones who have
died, especially those who died
during the pandemic and who didn’t
get the funeral or proper space for
grief. There are tags at the tree where
you can write the name of your loved
one and hang it up. More will be
added to each of the spaces over
time. We thank all those who
contributed to the funding of the
trees.

Page 7Christmas eNewsletter 2021

Visit the Crib
Over the Christmas season, why
stop into one of the churches to
say a prayer at the Crib. There
are prayers at the crib that you
can say.

If the church isn't open, you can
say a prayer at the outside
cribs. Prayers to say at these
cribs can be found on the
railings. 



December 18th: 
     6 pm Vigil Mass - St Kilian's

December 19th: 
 11 am Mass - St Kevin's

December 20th: 
 10 am Mass - St Kevin's

December 21st: 
 10 am Mass - St Kilian's

December 22nd:
 10 am Mass - St Kevin's

December 23rd: 
 No Mass

December 24th: 
 3 pm Prayer Service - St Kilian's
 5 pm Prayer Service - St Kevin's

 6 pm Vigil Mass - St Kilian's
 9 pm Vigil Mass - St Kevin's

December 25th: 
 10 am Mass - St Kevin's
 12 noon Mass - St Kilian's

December 26th: 
 10 am Mass - St Kevin's
 12 noon Mass - St Kilian'

 

Schedule of Masses 
December 18th/19th to January 1st/2nd 

December 27th: 
 No Weekday Mass

December 28th: 
 No Weekday Mass

December 29th: 
 No Weekday Mass

December 30th: 
 No Weekday Mass

December 31st: 
 No Weekday Mass

January 1st: 
 6 pm Vigil Mass - St Kilian's

January 2nd: 
 11 am Mass - St Kevin's

Regular Mass Schedule resumes.

All Masses and Liturgies in St Kevin's
are broadcast on the Parish Webcam.
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Christmas Schedule 2021
St Kevin's Church St Kilian's Church

Family Prayer Service 5 pm
Vigil Mass 9 pm

Mass 10 am

Mass 10 am

Friday 24th December
Christmas Eve:

Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day:

Sunday 26th December
Feast of the Holy Family:

Family Prayer Service 3 pm
Vigil Mass 6 pm

Mass 12 noon

Mass 12 noon

Friday 24th December
Christmas Eve:

Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day:

Sunday 26th December
Feast of the Holy Family:

@KilnamanaghCastleview.com



Christmas 2021

@KilnamanaghCastleview.com

Arrangements for Attendance at the Liturgy
in St Kevin’s and St Kilian’s Churches

during the Covid-19 Pandemic

Social Distancing
Ventilation
One Way System
No Standing in the aisles or doorways

Hand Sanitiser
Sanitising wipes
Tissues
Face Covering

Those experiencing any Covid-19 symptoms should not attend

Booking is necessary for attendance at the Family Prayer Service on
Christmas Eve. Booking can be done online from Wednesday 15th.

Attendance at any Liturgy in St Kevin’s is limited to 120

Attendance at any Liturgy in St Kilian’s is limited to 100

Protective Measures in place include

When coming to church please remember to bring with you:

All Liturgies from St Kevin's Church will be broadcast 
on the Parish Webcam.

These are all Protective Measures to help keep ourselves and 
the premises as safe as possible for everybody.

 

Happy and Safe Christmas to Everybody!



Follow 
the 
Star Family Christmas 

Prayer Service
Christmas Eve

St Kilian's Church at 3 pm
 

St Kevin's Church at 5 pm

Click here to book!

@KilnamanaghCastleview.com

https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2021/12/13/follow-the-star/


 

Scripture Readings for the 
Christmas Season

First Reading: 
 Isaiah 9: 1-7

Psalm: 
 95(96): 1-3, 11-13
Second Reading: 
 Titus 2: 11-14
Gospel: 
 Luke 2: 1-14

First Reading: 
 Isaiah 52: 7-10

Psalm: 
 97(98): 1-6
Second Reading: 
 Hebrews 1: 1-6
Gospel: 

John 1: 1-18

First Reading: 
 1 Samuel1: 20-22, 24-28

Psalm: 
 83: 2-3, 5-6, 9-10
Second Reading: 

 1John 3: 1-2, 21-24
Gospel: 
 Luke 2: 41-52

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Feast of the Holy Family
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First Reading: 
 Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-2, 8-12

Psalm: 
 147: 12-15,19-20

Second Reading: 

 Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18
Gospel: 
 John 1: 1-18

First Reading: 
 Isaiah 60: 1-6

Psalm: 
 71(72): 1-2,7-8,10-13

Second Reading: 

 Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
Gospel: 

 Matthew 2: 1-12

First Reading: 
 Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11
Psalm: 

 103: 1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-39
Second Reading: 

 Titus 2: 11-14, 3: 4-7
Gospel: 

 Luke 3: 15-16,21-22

2nd Sunday of Christmas

Epiphany

Baptism of Jesus
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 "...the face and landscape of ministry has
changed. How we go about things is a new

adventure."

It’s hard to believe that here we are
entering into the last few days of the
year. As the clock hit midnight in the
beginning of the year, I felt that the
next twelve months were going to
drag, yet somehow, 2021 seems to
have come and gone in a bit of a
chaotic blur. I remember thinking that
getting a vaccine was off in a far way
land and the situation regarding those
getting sick with the virus didn’t have
much of a prospect of getting better.
But as we all know, we’re now queuing
up for vaccine number 3 (if you
haven’t already received it!) and the
numbers seem to change like the
wind. 

I find myself quite tired as I write this,
for a number of reasons. The first is
the exhaustion with Covid-19 is all too
much – pandemic fatigue has truly
bedded in. When you turn on the
news, listen to the radio or scroll
social media, there seems to be only
one thing happening in the world.
After almost 2 years, I think I have had
my fill! Secondly, having just
completed the Celebration of the
Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation,
Eucharist and Confirmation for 2021,
we’re back into the swing of booking
in and registering those for 2022. The
hamster wheel never seems to stop!
Thirdly, the face and landscape of
ministry has changed. How we go
about things is a new adventure. We
have to be creative, think of ways to
make people feel connected in a time
of forced disconnect. It demands a
whole new way of thinking, a new way
to approaching matters. All this
requires a different kind of energy to
make it all happen. It’s a slower, yet
more intense pace. 

A Note from Natalie...
I have found in recent weeks that it’s
been hard to see the wood from the
trees. It was really starting to get to me
until I had a zoom call with some
colleagues. I shared how I was feeling
and where my head was at with things.
Initially, I felt like I was placing a
burden on the conversation, but as
they each came in with words of
support, encouragement, and advice, I
re-realised the importance of talking.
We often need to bounce off another
person for two reasons: 1. to get the
affirmation that how we are feeling is
OK, and 2. to get the perspective of an
outsider who can look at the situation
objectively. We all need that now, more
than ever. As someone once said to
me, “a problem shared is a problem
doubled!”

Our conversation stuck with me and the
more I thought about the situation, the
more I realised that despite a pandemic,
many positives have come out over the
last year. I tuned in to all the things I have
achieved this year. Mainly that I’ve made
it to the end of December, relatively in
one piece! For us all, getting to the end of
the year isn't something to be
underestimated. I went back to college to
study Computer Programming. I revisited
my music academia roots and had two
articles published in a new magazine that
came out in 2021 called Leaven. I am the
owner of a car where the ‘check-engine’
light doesn’t come on all the time (and
that has brought my blood pressure
down significantly!).
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Aside from the personal, there’s
everything we achieved in the parish.
At the beginning of the year, both
myself and Fr Michael was on the
periphery of the tech-savvy world. But
as I said, the face and landscape of
ministry has forever changed.
Throughout the year we have made a
conscious effort to upskill and
progress ourselves to enable our
ministry. We bought microphones,
lights and autocues. We invested in
upgrading the website, video-editing
software, booking apps, and graphic
design & content creation. Not only
that, but we actually learnt how to use
them. We made digital programmes of
preparation for the Sacraments. Due
to circumstances, we never got to
meet the families until the days we
celebrated the Sacraments. This
meant serious behind-the-scenes
work was needed by everyone. We did
our best to make videos, resources
and booklets for families, and families
worked through them at home as best
as they could. Everyone played their
part and it really showed on each of
the days. So much, that I didn’t feel
myself stressing as much and I
enjoyed the liturgies. 

be scrapped. We pushed ourselves and
we learned. We tried our very best to
keep the ship afloat, to keep the show
on the road. Despite the flaws, I’m
proud of what we did, how we rose to
the challenge, failed and succeeded,
and how we’re willing to try again. 

The more I thought about everything,
the lighter my head and heart became.
I once again began focusing on the
readings at this time in the liturgical
year. The readings are filled with joyful
and hopeful expectations, and at the
darkest time in our year, are filled with
light. The Gospel on Christmas Day
contains my favourite quote of
scripture. Every Christmas Day we read
the prologue from John’s Gospel.
Tucked within those 18 verses, my
favourite is found in verse 5: “a light
that shines in the dark, a light that
darkness could not overpower.” I’ve
held this with me over the last few
weeks. We’re living in the extreme
darkness of Covid-19, but despite the
darkness, Christ is the light that not
even darkness can overpower. No
matter how bad things get, how
terrible we feel, our faith can and will
keep us going through these difficult
times. I'm holding on to that going
forward, and I hope you will, too.

On that note, I’d like to wish you and
yours every Blessing for Christmas
2021 and for a Healthy and Peaceful
New Year. I hope you'll be able to join
us in person for the Christmas
Liturgies, and if not, that you will join
us online so we can pray together
during this wonderful season of
Christmas. 

Merry Christmas!

Natalie Doherty ~ Parish Catechist

"While we made lots of mistakes in
2021, we laid the groundwork for

2022 and beyond."

Did we do everything perfectly and to
the highest standards? No. Did we make
mistakes? We sure did! Are we going to
keep going? You bet we are! While we
made lots of mistakes in 2021, we laid
the groundwork for 2022 and beyond.
We realised what works, what doesn’t,
what needs to be altered, what needs to 
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For many years, our income has been on a downward trajectory, and this has been exacerbated
because of Covid-19.  Being asked to stay at home and avoid contact with people meant that
our small number of weekly envelope collectors were unable to go from door to door. The
small number of people who go from door to door every week have been and continue to be
the mainstay of the Parish. We are always looking for collectors and if you would like to be a
collector, please contact the Parish Office or click here to get to the Volunteer Link.

Thankfully, a few parishioners saw the predicament the Parish was in and switched over to
making online donations or Standing Orders. Donations by Standing order is approximately
€18,000 per annum. Your Planned Giving/Family Offering envelope contributions are the main
income (supplemented by income from shrines) to cover all the running costs of the Parish.
Since the resumption of the envelope collections, the collection in Kilnamanagh brought in
€20,000, whereas Castleview is half that at €10,000. It should be of interest, to those that
complete the CHY3 forms, that the Revenue Commissioners are due to refund in excess of
€9,000 this year in respect of the Tax-Back on your donations for 2020.

Our sincerest THANK YOU to all who contribute, all who collect, and all who do the count.
Please note the Diocesan Appeal for the Summer Dues brought in a phenomenal €5,400 and
the special appeal in October by Trocaire brought in €1,300 from parishioners.

Pat Curran ~ Parish Treasurer

Sacraments Update

48 babies Baptised
121 children celebrated Reconciliation & Eucharist for the First Time
124 candidates were Confirmed

Between the months of July to December, we were in a position to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism
Reconciliation and Eucharist for the First Time and Confirmation. Those who celebrated the Sacraments
were as follows:

Over the first few weeks in December, we launched the booking and registrations for Sacraments for next
year. If families are still looking to register for Communion & Confirmation, please contact Natalie. Dates
are published for Baptisms from January to June and booking is now open. If you would like to know more
and to begin the process of booking in, please contact the Parish Office.

Parish Finances Update
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Tap n' Go (St Kevin’s) 
Donate Button (on Parish Website)
Collection Boxes in both churches

Ways to Contribute to the 1st & 2nd
Collection: Dues Envelopes: available

at the back of the churches
Weekly Envelope Boxes
available on request

Family Offering: Standing Order:
print and return
completed form to
the Parish Office.
Parish PayPal

https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2021/12/17/volunteer-sign-up/
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/2020/03/31/donate-to-the-parish/
https://kilnamanaghcastleview.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/StandingOrderForm.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=T86ZPKVXPU6GN&source=url


Colouring Page
Colour in the picture and drop it down to the Post Box at St Kevin's

for your picture to be put up in the Children's Sacred Space.
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Quote 
of
the

Month

Saturday
Sunday

 
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Friday

6 pm Vigil Mass
11 am Mass 

10 am Mass 
10 am Mass 
10 am Mass 
10 am Mass 

Schedule of Liturgies

St Kilian's
St Kevin's

St Kevin's
St Kilian's
St Kevin's
St Kilian's

On days when there is a Funeral,
 the Weekday Mass may have to be cancelled.
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Fr Michael Murphy

(Based in St Kevin’s)
Tel: 01-452 3805

 
 

Natalie Doherty
Parish Catechist
Tel: 087-0928731

natalie.doherty@dublindiocese.ie 
 

Parish Office:
Annette O’Dwyer (Secretary)
Tel: 01-4515570
kcparishoffice@gmail.com 

Newsletter: 
kcparishnewsletter@gmail.com 

Parish Mobile/WhatsApp: 
087-0928731

With the numbers of Covid-19
cases remaining high, safety is
our priority. We ask that if you
are in need of anything, please
phone us. Your call will be
answered by one of us here in
the parish and we can help
you from there.
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Wishing you and
yours every Blessing

this Christmas
Season and a

Peaceful New Year!
~ Fr Michael, Natalie and the Parish Team

@KilnamanaghCastleview.com


